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DualVee®, Meet Blendo

Before MythBusters, Jamie Hyneman Found Use for DualVee Bearings in Super-tough Robot

October 14, 2008 - - Bishop-Wisecarver Corporation founder Bud Wisecarver
often says that the uses for DualVee bearings can only be limited by one’s
imagination.

Enter Jamie Hyneman, founder of San Francisco visual effects shop M5
Industries and host of the Discovery Channel's MythBusters, who discovered
DualVee bearings at a surplus store years before his television debut.

“I ran across them and thought they had an unusual design that was really quite
elegant,” Hyneman says of DualVee. “I looked at the grooved edge and thought,
‘Hmm, what's that for?’ | snagged a bunch of them and kept them around the
shop.”
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“To accomplish the same thing with normal bearings would have required a more complex design,” Hyneman says. “| would have had
to have two bearings perched at an angle, which would have been complicated from a mounting point of view. In this case, all | had to
do was give the grooved bearings a vertical axis and mount them on a circular fly wheel. It was a simple and robust design.”

Hyneman's visual effects experience, his passion for fighting robots and his subsequent notoriety eventually led the producers behind
MythBusters to approach him about hosting a show. Today, Hyneman is known around the world for showing us how things work;
really, how the world works. And, while Blendo is long retired to a shelf in the M5 Industries shop, its name remains synonymous with
powerhouse robotics.

It all started with an idea and the imaginative use of pieces and parts.

“DualVee bearings have a design you don’t see a whole lot,” Hyneman says, “but they allow you to do what you might not have been
able to otherwise.”
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